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1. To what in the book/material do you object: (Please be specific; cite pages, frames of 
films, dialogues, etc.)?  

“But now Kate had Ben, who, to tell the truth, was pretty full of himself. Like that night at 
Rob’s house when he stood on top of the pool table and proclaimed that he was the ruler of 
the universe. Yeah, he was drunk, and yeah, he was kidding, but still, it takes a certain 
arrogance to say something like that in the first place. And the cigar. God. High school guys 
should not smoke cigars, just as high school guys should not attempt to grow facial hair. 
…That was the night Kate and Ben first hooked up, after the guys started smoking cigars 
and after Kate and I fled to the gazebo, laughing, to escape. We made fun of how cool they 
thought they were, and how Rob, the first time he inhaled, practically coughed up his entire 
lung. ...“While smoking a cigar,” I added. By the end of the night, Kate and Ben were 
falling all over each other on the sofa while the others played quarters and I stood by myself 
at the door.” 

 
“I kind of laughed. “Oh, like for the good of humankind? ‘Girl Kisses Girl and Saves the—
’” She lifted her head. Her lips grazed mine. “Huh,” I joked. “You taste like vodka.” I 
pressed my palm against my leg. “You taste like you.” She kissed me again, and my lips 
parted against hers. My heart whammed beneath my ribs. Kate moved so that she was lying 
on the floor. She slipped her hand beneath my shirt, touched the small of my back, and I 
lowered myself so that I was lying beside her, our bodies parallel. Her thighs, her hips, her 
breasts pressed against me. Her lips on mine. …“Kate,” I said. She shot me a panicked 
glance, then made a point of looking at the floor, at her hands, anywhere but at me. She 
grabbed the flask and quickly unscrewed it so it would look like we’d just been out there 
drinking. “Get up. Hurry!” I fumbled with my bra, tugged down my shirt. By the time Rob 
stepped inside, Kate was on her feet, grinning and not paying attention to me at all. We 
never talked about it, not until tonight. Kate went back to the house with Ben and had three 
more beers before throwing herself all over him. …But no matter how much we denied it, we 
both knew that what happened was more than an experiment or a drunken mistake.” 



2. Where did you first learn of this item?  

On the Florida State list of books removed from Florida County School Districts. 

 

3. Have you read the book in its entirety?  NO – Florida Statues explains why these should 
be removed.  

          Per Florida Statute:  
847.0123 (b)  
Any book, pamphlet, magazine, printed matter however reproduced, or sound recording 
that contains any matter defined in s. 847.001,explicit and detailed verbal descriptions or 
narrative accounts of sexual excitement, or sexual conduct and that is harmful to minors. 
 
847.001 (6) 
“Harmful to minors” means any reproduction, imitation, characterization, description, 
exhibition, presentation, or representation, of whatever kind or form, depicting nudity, 
sexual conduct, or sexual excitement when it: 
(a)Predominantly appeals to a prurient, shameful, or morbid interest; 
(b)Is patently offensive to prevailing standards in the adult community as a whole with 
respect to what is suitable material or conduct for minors; and 
(c)Taken as a whole, is without serious literary, artistic, political, or scientific value for 
minors. 
 
1006.34 
4. Any instructional material containing pornography or otherwise prohibited by s. 
847.012 may not be used or made available within any public school. 
 
In HB 1069 line item 313 it states: 
Parents shall have the right to read passages from any material that is subject to an 
objection. If the school board denies a parent the right to read passages due to content 
that meets the requirements the school district shall discontinue the use of the material. 
 
The informational passages posted here from inside the book address these three points 
that they are NOT: 

• Free of Pornography and material prohibited under s. 847.012, F.S. 
• Suited to student needs and their ability to comprehend the material presented. 
• Appropriate for the grade level and age group for which the materials are used 

and made available. 



 

4. Is there any additional information you would like us to consider in our evaluation? 

I feel this book may not be appropriate for “Middle School.” (Drinking, Sexual 
Encounters) 

 

According to: https://floridareprofreedom.org/compsexed/ 

"Currently,	however,	comprehensive	sex	education	is	far	from	the	norm	in	Florida	
public	schools	as	the	State	does	not	require	it.	Generally,	abstinence-only	material	is	
used	in	Florida	classrooms,	with	the	core	focus	being	on	not	having	sex	outside	
heterosexual	marriage	and	no	inclusion	of	material	on	birth	control	or	safer	sex.	"	
	

"According	to	Advocates	for	Youth,	public	opinion	polls	consistently	show	that	more	
than	80	percent	of	Americans	support	teaching	comprehensive	sex	education	in	
high	schools	and	in	middle	or	junior	high	schools."		

	

"Young	People	Need	Sexual	Health	Education	
Over	1	million	young	people	ages	15-19	live	in	Florida."	

"Many	become	sexually	active	as	teens.	It	is	important	to	provide	information	
to	protect	their	health	and	their	futures	before	they	need	it."	

According	to	the	CDC	2019	Youth	Risk	Behavior	Survey,	among	12th	graders	
in	Florida:	
•	52%	report	having	had	sexual	intercourse	

•	17%	have	had	4	or	more	sexual	partners	(11%	females,	21%	males)	

•	44%	did	not	use	a	condom	the	last	time	they	had	sex	
•	13%	of	females	have	been	raped,	15%	experienced	sexual	violence	&	8%	
sexual	dating	violence	

Don’t be a part in these statistics. These people advocate for this, and big money is put 
behind pushing this through the publishers and authors to write it. We know it happens 
and it cannot be stopped but do not play a hand in giving out the instructions for it. No 
Pornography and sexual abstinence is the LAW. 

 

 



Florida Statute 1003.46 in health education states: 

(b) Teach abstinence from sexual activity outside of marriage as the expected 
standard for all school-age students while teaching the benefits of monogamous 
heterosexual marriage. 

(c) Emphasize that abstinence from sexual activity is a certain way to avoid 
out-of-wedlock pregnancy, sexually transmitted diseases, including acquired 
immune deficiency syndrome, and other associated health problems. 

(d) Teach that each student has the power to control personal behavior and 
encourage students to base actions on reasoning, self-esteem, and respect for 
others. 

5. What would you like the final outcome to be for this library media item or items?  
1. Remove from all Manatee School District Media Centers?  

Remove from: Sugg Middle School 

                  2. Remove from certain grade levels? If yes, enter grade levels: Middle School  

3. Allow in Manatee School District Media Centers with a Parent Consent 
Requirement? No Copies in Middle School 

 

Click here to see the rest of the passages inside this book: 
http://booklooks.org/data/files/Book%20Looks%20Reports/K/Kissing%20Kate.pdf 
 
 











 


